
 

ENFIELD STREET GAZETTE 
WHAT’S THE BUZZ AT ESS! 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

  It’s hard to believe that we have 

already passed the 100th day of school! 

The year is 

moving by so 

quickly, and I 

continue to enjoy 

getting up every 

morning and 

being part of the 

Enfield Street 

School 

community.  The 

students continue 

to show strong academic growth, and 

each day I see smiling faces and get 

many high fives.  We have several 

initiatives moving forward, including 

an upcoming academic night for 

families.  We also continue to work to 

improve the safety and security of all  

 

 

students, as well as support their social 

and emotional health. As always, we 

want to make sure that you read with 

your child every 

night.  I can’t 

emphasize 

enough how a 

strong 

foundation in 

literacy is a 

profound 

indicator of 

future academic 

success.  Stay 

warm Enfield Street Families, Spring 

is right around the corner! 

 

                                     Mark Lord 

                                     Principal 
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Kindergarten Corner 
 

 

    In Reader’s Workshop, the students 
have become super readers by 
activating their reading super powers. 
Their super powers include: pointing 
power, picture power, sound power, 
reread power, partner power, snap 
word power, perseverance power, and 
book talk power. These reading super 
powers, in conjunction with the 
students’ expanding sight word 
knowledge, are teaching them the 
essential emergent reading skills they 
need in order to be successful and 
critical consumers of print. Please 
continue to foster these emergent 
reading skills, especially the students’ 
sight word acquisition, at home 
weekly.  
 
    In Math, the students have been 
learning about addition and 
subtraction. They have learned many 
different vocabulary words pertaining 
to addition and subtraction such as: 
add, addend, subtract, in all, less than, 
equals, minus, plus, sum, more than, 
and take away. They have also been 

participating in Math Talks and 
solving math word problems by 
reading the problem three times, 
finding the important information, 
drawing a picture, and explaining their 
thought process.  
 
   In Writer’s Workshop, the 
kindergarten students have been 
writing true stories about real things 
that have happened to them. They have 
been using three or more pages to tell 
their story ensuring they have a 
beginning, middle, and an end. They 
have been using pictures, words, 
labels, punctuation marks, and spaces 
between words to make their writing 
easy to read. They have also been 
working hard at being reflective and 
editing their writing to make it even 
better.  
 
   Thank you for all that you do at 
home to support the students’ hard 
work in the classroom. Please continue 
to encourage and build-up your 
students’ confidence with all of their 
emerging kindergarten skills.  
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First Grade Fun 
 

   We have been buzzing through 
learning in the new year in first 
grade!  After vacation first graders 
began reviewing our school PBIS 
rules and procedures.  We 
practiced being safe, kind and 
responsible in all areas of ESS. 
We have been learning about 
nonfiction text features in reading 
and writing. Students have used 
their learning to write a shared 
research project.   In math we have 
been working on adding and 
subtracting to twenty using ten 
frames, number lines, pictures and 
models, etc.  Students have been 
applying these learned strategies 
to solve story problems.  In 
science, Lego bricks and social 
studies, students have been 
learning about winter themes, 
traditions and holidays and have 
created builds and models using  

 

various materials from the 
Imagineering cart.  Please look out 
for information about Valentine’s 
Day celebrations. 
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Second Grade Superheroes 

     The second graders have been busy 
reading nonfiction texts!  Our focus 
has been on the various parts that make 
up an informational text, such as the 
table of contents, section headings, 
diagrams with labels, glossaries, and 
the index.  The children have come to 
see that by recognizing 
and utilizing these 
various parts of an 
informational text, 
they can more easily 
determine the book’s 
topic, main ideas, and 
details.  In addition, 
students have learned 
that reading multiple 
books on a topic can 
help to make them 
“experts” on it, by allowing them to 
synthesize their knowledge across 
texts. 

   In correlation with our reading unit, 
we have been writing our own 
informational books as well.  Students 
have been writing “All-About” books 
on different topics to teach an 
audience.  Many of the children chose 
to research and write about an animal 

or special activity.  They are looking 
forward to sharing this writing with 
others around the school!   

   As part of our reading celebration, 
each second grader demonstrated some 
of their newly acquired knowledge by 
writing a fact they learned and creating 
a diagram to accompany it. This was a 

great way to culminate our 
Nonfiction Reading unit, 
and we have displayed the 
work of each student in our 
grade 2 hallway!   

   In math we are learning 
about place value to the 
hundreds place.  Please keep 
practicing math facts at 
home!  The children enjoy 
problem solving and 
practicing math skills with 

JiJi on the computer each week.  In 
Science we will begin a unit on 
habitats.  The kids will have a 
wonderful time learning about 
different animals and the environments 
they live in.  LEGO learning is always 
a fun part of the week.  The children 
enjoy learning with the LEGO bricks. 
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Lego Fun 

In Miss Maier’s 
Room! 
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Reading Corner 
From the Academic Coach: Importance of 
Reading with Your Children 

Reading with our children is an essential 
component of their learning.  Not only does it 
help our children understand how to read and 
write, it strengthens their social, emotional and 
character development.  The more you read 
with children, the more knowledge they 
absorb. Reading a variety of texts broadens 
their understanding of the world around them, 
as well as, increasing their thirst of knowledge. 
Having conversations with your children about 
the text teaches them the importance of 
being an active listener. Make reading a part 
of your daily routine, whether you read aloud 
to your children or they read to you.  

                                              

 

 

Reading News 
It is hard to believe that we are half way through the 
school year!  A majority of your child’s school day 
focuses on teaching them the foundational reading 
skills that they will need in order to become life 
long readers.  At this point in the school year all 
students are participating in mid-year benchmark 
assessments.  These assessments allow us to 
determine the growth that students are making.  
They also help the reading support staff to 
determine where extra reading support may be 
needed.  We enjoy working with the classroom 
teachers and students to provide the necessary 
support. 

We are looking forward to the second half of the 
school year.  As a school, we will be celebrating 
“Read Across America” in March.  We are also 
working very hard to try and plan an Author Visit 
for our school! 

Reading Tips: 

• Take turns reading books together at home! 
• Audio books are a great way to help build 

vocabulary and background knowledge! 
• Read and reread your favorite books! 
• Read a variety of types of books which may 

include fiction, nonfiction, graphic novels, 
magazines, comic strips, etc. 

• Wordless picture books are a great way to 
stimulate the imagination! 

• Have fun reading! 

 

“A book is a gift you can open again and again.” – 
Garrison Keillor 
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Math Corner 
MATH NEWSLETTER 

Beth Radkovich & Kara Baroni 

 

Hope everyone is off to a great 2019.  

Students at Enfield Street School have 

been having great success in 

mathematics.  They have been 

working hard to improve and 

strengthen their core numeracy skills 

and math computation.  We are so 

proud of the hard work and effort 

students have put into their math 

skills. 

In all grades, students have started 

working with a new math program 

called Ready Common Core Math. 

They also go onto ST Math each week, 

which correlates nicely with our 

curriculum.  Any extra practice at 

home is extremely beneficial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current units of study:   

K – Addition / Subtraction within 10 

      

1 – Understanding Tens and Ones 

      

2 – Addition / Subtraction within 

1,000      

Remember math is all around us, 

whether it’s in a store reading the 

prices, looking at license plates, 

cooking, telling time, or channel 

numbers on the TV.  These are great 

opportunities to have your child read, 

identify, and compare numbers.  

 


